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Dead Souls, by Nikolai Gogol, is part of the Literary Classics Collection, which offers quality editions at affordable prices to the student and the general reader,

including new scholarship, thoughtful design, and pages of carefully crafted extras. Here are some of the remarkable features of the Literary Classics Collection:

- New introductions commissioned from today's top writers and scholars

 - Biographies of the authors

 - Chronologies of contemporary historical, biographical, and cultural events

 - Footnotes and endnotes

 - Selective discussions of imitations, parodies, poems, books, plays, paintings, operas, statuary, and films inspired by the work

 - Comments by other famous authors

 - Study questions to challenge the reader's viewpoints and expectations

 - Bibliographies for further reading

 - Indices &amp; Glossaries, when appropriate

All editions are beautifully designed and are printed to superior specifications; some include illustrations of historical interest. The Literary Classics Collection pulls

together a constellation of influencesâ€”biographical, historical, and literaryâ€”to enrich each reader's understanding of these enduring works.

Dead Souls is a socially critical black comedy. Set in Russia before the emancipation of serfs in 1861, the "dead souls" are dead serfs still being counted by

landowners as property, as well as referring to the landowners' morality. Through surreal and often dark comedy, Gogol criticizes Russian society after the

Napoleonic Wars. He intended to also offer solutions to the problems he satirized, but died before he ever completed the second part of what was intended to be a

trilogy. The work famously ends mid-sentence.
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